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Presidential Address* 


DANIEL HEALEY 
1958-1959 


Friends: 

First, | want to express my appre- 
ciation of my election as president 
of the Pennsylvania Library Associa- 
tion for the ensuing year. I pledge 
to do my utmost to serve the pur- 
poses of the Association and gener- 
ally the furtherance of good library 
services in all areas—public, school, 
college, or special—in Pennsylvania. 

During the past year or two a 
fortuitous coming together of events 
has occurred which bodes well for 
libraries in Pennsylvania. We have 
seen a revivification of the State Li- 
brary under the able and energetic 
leadership of Ralph Blasingame. 
Through the use of funds from the 
Federal Library Services Act, a sur- 
vey of Library Service and planning 
for its improvement has been com- 
pleted by Dr. Lowell S. Martin and 
his staff. Governor Leader has ap- 
pointed a Commission on Library 
“Not delivered at the Middle Atlantic Regional 
Conference, Atlantic City, N. J., October 3, 1958, 


because of lack of time. 





Development and has charged it 
with recommending to him legisla- 
tion to be introduced next year for 
the improvement of Public Library 
service throughout the State. These 
three have all quickened the aware- 
ness of not only librarians but also 
of trustees, mewspapers, and the 
public of the lamentable state of our 
service. I hope that we do not have 
to hear much longer and from all 
sides that Pennsylvania ranks thirty- 
second among the states in its per 
capita expenditures for Public Li- 
brary service. 

It is obviously the duty of all of 
us to make special efforts during the 
coming year to support whatever 
legislation is recommended by the 
Governor’s Commission for the im- 
plementation of the survey report. 
You have heard this morning of one 
very tangible way in which this can 
be done; that is to support the com- 
munications network which will be 
set up in each of our nine districts 
by Mrs. Frankenfield’s Legislative 
Committee. Secondly, as librarians, 
we should all welcome the oppor- 
tunity to sell the report and its rec- 
ommendations with enthusiasm to 
our own trustees. At library meet- 
ings and elsewhere one constantly 
hears laments about the apathy of 
trustees. Here is a program that 
offers them a real opportunity to do 
a job for libraries throughout the 
State — something more than just 
deciding local policy at a monthly 
board meeting. We can also enlist 
the support of community service 
groups as the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, Parent-Teacher As- 
sociations and others. I am sure 
many more would support us if 
only we take the initiative to solicit 
their cooperation. If we fail to en- 
thusiastically support the program, 
we fail as librarians. 








On behalf of the Association and 


its new officers, I take this oppor- 
tunity to congratulate Mr. Hayden 
and those who worked with him as 
officers, committee chairmen and 
committee members during the past 
year. Their outstanding devotion to 
their job has been shown by the 
terrific amount of work they have 
done to advance our projects to 
their present encouraging state. Sev- 
eral of these chairmen have agreed 
to continue to serve on these im- 
portant committees during the com- 
ing year. [ am sure I can pledge to 
them wholehearted support of the 
Association again. 


Carnegie Tech to Build 
New Library 


Mr. and Mrs. Roy A. Hunt have given 
Carnegie Institute of Technology $2,800,000 
for the construction of a new campus li- 
brary. The Hunt Library, an impressive 
st-uctu-e of stcel framing with aluminum 
facing, will consist of three stories above 
round and a hacement and sub-basement. 
Total area will be approximately 100,000 
square feet. Surmounting The Hunt Li- 
brary will be The Rachel McMasters Miller 
Hunt Botanical Library, which will house 
Mrs. Hunt’s botanical collection of 2,000 
titles. According to the terms of the gift, 
$750,000 will be set aside as a permanent 
endowment fund ,the income from which 
will be used for acquisitions to and opera- 
tion and maintenance of the Botanical 
Library. Construction of The Hunt Library 
will ctart in 19¢0. Architects are Lawrie 
and Green of Harrisburg. 





MIDDLE ATLANTIC REGIONAL LIBRARY CONFERENCE 
BANQUET, OcToBER 4, 1958, AmBassapor Hore, ATLANTIC Ciry, N.J. 


Left to right: 


Viola R. Maihl, President, New Jersey Library Association and Director, 


Linden Free Public Library; Mrs. Harold Hayden; Harold Hayden, President, Pennsylvania 
Library Association and Librarian, Bucknell University Library; Marie A. Davis, Coordi- 
nator of Work with Adults, The Free Library of Philadelphia; Donald A. Riechmann, 
Mercantile Library, The Free Library of Philadelphia; Veronica F. Cary, Field Librarian, 
Public Libraries, Public and School Library Services Bureau, New Jersey. 
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Report of the President 1957-1958 


Before | hand the gavel to Dan 
Healey, I want to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank the Officers, Com- 
mittee Chairmen, Chapter Chair- 
men, and the entire membership for 
their help and council during this 
past year, and to thank you all for 
coming this morning. This has been 
a great year for Pennsylvania. We 
have just heard the report and dis- 
cussion of the Library Survey. This 
has been a monumental task and 
the final report will be a monumen- 
tal piece of work. I am most grate- 
ful to Lowell Martin and his staff 
for their contribution. It is now 
up to us in Pennsylvania to see 
that proper legislation is put into 
effect to implement the plan as out- 
lined. 


Most of you know that the Gover- 
nor appointed a Library Commis- 
sion composed of leading citizens 
across the State. There are four li- 
brarians and several library trustees 
on the Commission. Mr. Albert 
Greenfield of Philadelphia is Chair- 
man and to date two meetings of 
the Commission have been held in 
Philadelphia. Machinery has been 
set up within the Commission to 
get legislation put before the next 
Legislature. The Chairman of the 
PLA Legislative Sub-Committee of 
the Library Development Commit- 
tee, Pearl Frankenfield, is to sit with 
the Legislative Committee of the 
Commission. 


About a year ago when I asked 
one of my good friends to serve on 
a committee, she wrote to me ac- 
cepting this added responsibility and 
said, “I believe you are going to see 
during your presidency the begin- 
ning of a marvelous renaissance in 
library service in Pennsylvania, and 
I think you are fortunate to be presi- 
dent now.” I want to say that it 
has been a wonderful year and a 


wonderful experience for me. Thank 
you for having me as your president 
this past year. 

I ask that you give Dan Healey 
the same kind of help and encour- 
agement you have given to me. 
Dan, it is my pleasure to hand this 
gavel to you and to turn over to 
you the presidency of this great or- 
ganization, the Pennsylvania Library 
Association. Good luck to you. 


Haro_p W. HayDdEN 
Middle Atlantic Regional 
Conference 
Atlantic City, N. J. 
October 3, 1958 
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Anyone who cares to evaluate the difference 
between X amount of dollars spent on ordinary 
books and the same amount spent on Bound- 
to-Stay-Bound Prebound Books quickly comes 


to the conclusion that there can be only 
ONE CHOICE. 
According fo recent tests made by an 


approved Testing Laboratory for the Library 
Binding Institute, a prebound book will tale 
at least three to four times the abuse of even 
so called reinforced bindings. 


THERE'S LOADS OF VALUE IN A 
BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND PREEOUND BOOK 


? 
4 uw 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


“BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND™ PRESOUND BOOKS 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 












no cracked tray fronts... 


no broken trays! 


NEW LB 
SAFTI-PULL* 


hangs on to prevent “crash landings”! 
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« 
With the LB Safti-Pull, catalog trays hang Memington. Mland 


onto your finger... cannot slip off. Cracked DIVISION OF SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 


“ ; ¢ ams © i 900 Market Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
tray fronts and damaged tray bodies due to 1624 Locust Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
dropping are virtually eliminated. Stanwix at Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh 22, P2. 


Handling of card file drawers is facilitated 
as trays are slipped in and out quickly, 
easily and safely. Easier on the eyes too, 
because the sight-size of the label holder 
has been increased... big enough for com- 


plete identification of a full tray’s contents. 
Take full advantage of the benefits 
offered by these ingenious pulls. Install 
them on your present card catalog trays! 
Specify the new LB Safti-Pull for your new 
catalog cases! Write the Library Bureau 
Specialist in your area for full details. 


*Standard on all new Library Bureau Catalog Cases. 





A Summary of Recommendations 
of the Pennsylvania Library Survey 


by 


DAVID C. PALMER, Executive Secretary, Pennsylvania Library Survey 
and Executive Director, Governor’s Commission on Public Library 
Development in Pennsylvania 


In October, 1957, the study of 
Pennsylvania’s public libraries 
financed by Library Services Act 
funds began. Dr. Lowell Martin, 
Dean of the Graduate School of 
Library Service at Rutgers Univer- 
sity, assumed his duties as Director 
of the study and David Palmer, on 
leave from the Enoch Pratt Free Li- 
brary in Baltimore, was appointed 
Executive Secretary. Later, Grace 
Estes, formerly Librarian of the Os- 
terhovt Library in Wilkes-Barre, 
served as Assistant Director. Dur- 
ing the following year, an advisory 
cmmittee of the Pennsylvania Li- 
brary Association met in Harrisburg 
periodically to hear reports of prog- 
ress and to give valuable advice to 
the study staff. 

The report of the study has been 
snproved by the Pennsylvania Li- 
brary Association and by the Gover- 
nor’s Commission on Public Library 
Development, headed by Albert M. 
Greenfield, Philadelphia financier. 
The purpose of this article is to pre- 
sent a summary of some of the rec- 
ommendations of the study as they 
pertain to a plan for state-wide li- 
brary development. 

The recommendations of the 
Pennsylvania Library Survey are 
aimed at correcting the following 
deficiencies in library service in the 
State: 


1. 2,161,526 Pennsylvanians now 


lack local public library service 
5,771,527 Pennsylvanians with 
some library service actually 
have facilities that are grossly 
inadequate for meeting their 
subject and information needs. 


rs 
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3. 7,335,436 Pennsylvanians lack 
reasonable access to specialized 
research materials. 

The proposed plan recommends 
basic minimum standards of library 
service which are not being met at 
present by a great number of li- 
baries. These standards deal with 
matters of accessibility, the number 
and quality of library staff, mini- 
mum resources of books and other 
materials, minimum service (includ- 
ing number of hours open per 
week), and minimum financial sup- 
port to assure a level of library serv- 
ice which meets present-day needs 
in Pennsylvania. 


There are many recommendations 
in the report of the Survey. Essen- 
tially, they come down to a proposal 
for a coordinated system of public 
library service. Compared with total 
governmental expenditures, the cost 
of this service, which is useful to 
every person and every phase of ac- 
tivity in the State, would be rela- 
tively small—a total of $24,000,000 
annually, or slightly over one per- 
cent of public expenditures in Penn- 
sylvania. At present, about 
$9,000,000 is being spent in Pennsyl- 
vania for public library service, of 
which the State contributes about 
one percent. It is proposed that the 
State carry slightly more than 25 
percent of total expenditures for li- 
brary service and that the per capita 
expenditure be raised from the pres- 
ent $.83 to over $2.00. This figure 
is below the $2.60 to $3.41 per capita 
expenditure recommended in the 
national standards of ALA. The 
lower cost in Pennsylvania would 








provide a good minimum level of 
service because there are built-in 
economies in the plan. 


Proposed Organization of Library 
Service 

The survey report recommends 27 
district library systems coordinated 
by the State Library, and three dis- 
tinct levels of library service—local 
library service through the 367 pub- 
lic libraries now in existence and 
others whose formation would be 
encouraged, central service through 
the 27 district library centers, and 
special resource service through four 
very large libraries. It has attempted 
to build upon strength now avail- 
able and entails minimum reorgani- 
zation of the present structure of li- 
braries in Pennsylvania. Each library 
would maintain its own independ- 
ence and identity, but would coop- 
erate with each other local library 
and with a district library center to 
form 27 true library systems. 


The plan would provide for local, 
day-to-day service within 15 to 20 
minutes of every resident in the 
State, a library with broad subject 
content and professional staff within 
an hour’s distance, and a research 
library within a day’s round trip of 
every resident, allowing some time 
to consult materials. 


The most important element in 
the proposed plan is the designation 
of 27 district library centers which 
would open their doors to everyone 
within their districts free of charge. 
In all but five districts, these units 
would be built upon existing public 
libraries which are conveniently 
located within an hour of all people 
in their districts. It is proposed that 
State aid be given them for extend- 
ing their service areas. Each of 
these district library centers would 
be required to maintain an exten- 
sion service directed at assisting the 
local libraries in its district to attain 
minimum standards. Coordinating 
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the local agencies into a cooperative 
system, it would extend interlibrary 
loan of materials, special reference 
and professional service to all local 
libraries cooperating in its system, 
in addition to deposits of books. Each 
system would be encouraged to de- 
velop joint selection of books and to 
experiment with centralized process. 
ing of materials. 

Standing behind these 27 units 
would be four regional resource cen- 
ters—the Free Library of Philadel- 
phia, the State Library, the Penn- 
sylvania State University Library, 
and the Carnegie Library of Pitts- 
burgh—to which the district library 
centers could turn for specialized 
material and professional aid. The 
State Library would be designated 
to administer the plan, and to coor- 
dinate the 27 districts and four re- 
source centers into a state-wide sys- 
tem. 

In five districts college libraries 
are proposed for district library cen- 
ters. These are areas in which they 
are the only agencies of sufficient 
strength to assume responsibility for 
central library service. In these 
areas, the extension function would 
be directly administered by the 
State Library. 


Proposed Financing of Libraries 

The $24,000,000 cost is to be car- 
ried by a combination of increased 
local support and increased State 
support of libraries. 

It is proposed that a program of 
State financial assistance be adopted 
and that such funds be used for four 
related purposes: 

1. To aid libraries in communities 
which make a reasonable local 
effort to maintain service. 

2. To aid especially the districts 

that have the least capacity to 
help themselves. 

‘3. To aid selected libraries desig- 

nated to serve as district library 
centers. 
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4. To aid four major research li- 
braries which stand as special- 
ized collections in regions. 

This State aid would be made 

available for each level of library 
service—local, district and regional 
—as long as basic conditions are met 
by each agency. These conditions 
are: 

1. a minimum local financial ef- 

fort 

2. the achievement of the stand- 
ards outlined for each service 
level 

3. cooperation within a library 
system. 

State Share of Local Service: 

Every local library is obligated to 

meet a minimum share of library 
support equal to 4+ mill on market 
value of the taxable real property 
in its service area. This sum may 
be derived from any source or com- 
bination of sources, whether it be 
public funds in the form of tax 
levies or appropriations for munici- 
palities and school districts, or 
whether it be private, coming from 
endowments, gifts, drives, fines, etc. 
As long as its total income equals 
the + mill level, the library is en- 
tited to $.25 per capita for the 
population of its service area. This 
would eventually require $2,758,000 
in State aid. 


State Equalization Aid: 

Whenever the minimum _ local 
share of library support does not 
produce $1.25 per capita, it is pro- 
posed that the State provide addi- 
tional funds in the form of equali- 
zation aid. This additional equali- 
zation aid would be the difference 
between the amount actually pro- 
duced by the 4 mill rate and $1.25 
per capita up to a maximum of $.25 
per capita. This equalization feature 
would cost a little over $700,000 per 
year at 1957 valuation and popula- 
tion levels. While this is only a 
fraction of the total to be spent for 
libraries, it would have a strategic 
effect, for it would apply in precise- 


ly those places that would lag most 
if they were not given special assist- 
ance. 


State Share of Central Service: 

Twenty-seven central libraries are 
designated and would receive addi- 
tional State aid to help them extend 
central service to their entire district. 
This would amount to $.25 per cap- 
ita for the people in the extended 
district outside the immediate serv- 
ice area of the library. Again cer- 
tain conditions would have to be 
met. Although they would not be 
required to raise any more than 
would entitle them to local service 
aid, the district library centers 
would have to achieve the mini- 
mum standards for central libraries, 
open their doors to all residents in 
the district for circulation and refer- 
ence service, and assume the exten- 
sion function for their district al- 
ready mentioned. $1,760,000 per 
year if. state funds would be re- 
quired for this purpose. 


State Share of Regional Service: 

The proposed plan calls for four 
regional resource centers across 
Pennsylvania. Like the district li- 
brary centers, they would be called 
upon to open service to people from 
far beyond their normal boundaries. 
For this State-level service they 
should receive additional State aid. 
The proposed amount is $100,000 
annually for each of the libraries, 
although this amount should be re- 
viewed after five years to be sure 
that it pays a considerable part of 
the extra costs imposed on these 
resource centers. 

5 Year Leeway Period: 

There should be a five-year “lee- 
way” period for compliance with 
the conditions of local financial sup- 
port and meeting of standards which 
is required of local and central li- 
braries. The specific proposal is that 
full State aid be made available if 
the locality comes up to one-half of 
the fair share of local financial 


support, or + mill on market value. 








If the 4+mill level were not achieved 
after five years, the library would be 
ineligible for State aid. This leeway 
period is designed to make a definite 
improvement in library service im- 
mediately, and to provide an incen- 
tive to localities to assume their fair 
share of library support. 

It is recommended that each 
agency applying for State aid sub- 
mit to the State Library a plan for 
the use of these funds so that State 
money would be used wisely and 
effectively for definite improvement 
of service. 

Approximately $5,700,000 in State 
aid would kte necessary each year to 
carry this program. In addition it 
is proposed that the State provide a 
$1,000,000 annual matching fund 
to aid localities to construct library 
buildings and make necessary capi- 
tal improvements. 


Promotion and Demonstration 
of Library Service: 

The Survey report proposes that 
$300,000 be appropriated to the 
State Library each of the first five 
years of the program for promotion 
and demonstration of library service. 
Such stimulation where library serv- 
ice is now completely lacking or sub- 
standard could take a number of 
forms. It might be bookmobile serv- 
ice to an area which had none be- 
fore; the provision of a professional 
children’s librarian in a district; a 
demonstration of information and 
reference service to adults in a 
county library system which has 
given primarily service to children 
in the past; the development of a 
district library center, etc. Demon- 
strations would be financed, staffed 
and materials would be supplied by 
the State Library for a limited period 
to show aspects of modern library 
service. 

There are several ways in which 
a community without service may 
establish its own library facilities 
end still qualify in the total pro- 
eram: 


It may take steps to have a coun- 
ty library established, with sery- 
ice to the locality as part of the 
county program. 

It may contract for service with 
the district library center or 
with another existing library of 
some strength. 

It may start a local library, and 
affiliate with a county library 
or a district library center. 


Ary community organizing a new 
[brary would have the assistance 
and the advice of the extension li- 
brarian at its district library center 
ond also the services of the State 
Tébrary Extension Division. 


In regard to the State Library, the 
Survey makes the following recom- 
mendations: 


1. That the present law regarding 
the functions of the State Li- 
brary be clarified and strength- 
ened so that this agency may 
assume its role as coordinator 
and administrator of the State- 
wide plan envisioned. 

2. That the administrative posi- 
tion of the library be strength- 
ened within the Department of 
Public Instruction, or an alter- 
native placement for it in State 
government be found. 

3. That the budget for the State 
Library be almost doubled so 
that it can carry out its neces 
sary functions in a State-wide 
library program. 

4. That it move rapidly toward 
meeting the standards for the 
four regional resource centers 
called for in the plan. This 
would involve building up its 
book collection — significantly, 
hiring specialists in those sub 
ject areas for which it takes 
responsibility, and generally in- 
creasing its staff and services. 

. That it expand its services to 
Pennsylvania libraries, admin- 
ister demonstration programs 
for developing library service 
in areas where it is weakest, 
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and establish a continuous pro- 
gram of study of library prob- 
lems in the State. 


Personnel 

It is recommended that every 
effort be made to assist in the edu- 
cation and training of qualified per- 
sonnel to fill additional library posi- 
tens called for under the plan and 
to raise the level of training of pres- 
ent personnel. To accomplish this, 
it is proposed: 

1. That the State give financial 

assistance to at least three 

graduate library schools in 

Pennsylvania. 

. That the State make scholar- 
ship funds available to encour- 
age and enable more students 
to enter the library field. 

3. That undergraduate colleges 
provide introductory courses in 
librarianship to recruit person- 
nel to the field. 

4, That in-service training pro- 
grams be made available and 
that the State Library partici- 
pate in their development, for 
the education of librarians on 
the job. 

It is also recommended that State 
certification of librarians be estab- 
lished by law providing for three 
levels of personnel—library assist- 
ants, provisional librarians, and pro- 
fessional librarians. A special pro- 
gram is proposed for library trus- 
tees, who were found to be at once 
important and ineffective in many 
communities. 


nm 


Thus the study covers organiza- 
tion, personnel, finance, legislation 
and promotion. All to bring good 
library service to every Pennsylvan- 
ian. These are the highlights of a 
substantial, two-volume report. 





Elizabeth Nesbitt Named a 
“Distinguished Daughter 


of Pennsylvania” 


At a ceremony in the Executive Mansion 
in Harrisburg on October 8, 1958, Eliza- 
beth Nesbitt, Associate Dean of Carnegie 
Library School, and eight other Pennsyl- 
vania women, including Marian Anderson, 
received gold medals from Governor and 
Mrs. George M. Leader for having been 
chosen “Distinguished Daughters of Penn- 
sylvania” this year. 

This honor, which has been given an- 
nually for the past ten years to a few 
Pennsylvania women who have made out- 
standing contributions in various fields of 
activity, ~vas awarded to Miss Nesbitt in 
recognition of her “ability, influence. and 
accomplishments for the people of Penn- 
sylvania.” 


Cited particularly among Miss Nesbitt’s 
achievements was her election to member- 
ship on the Executive Board of the Ameri- 
can Library Association because it “indi- 
cates the national recognition of her emi- 
nence in her profession.” 

Miss Nesbitt was commended for her 
teaching of library work with children in 
which she has emphasized the importance 
of storytelling and helped to develop “the 
wide and inspiring field of children’s liter- 
ature.” 

As co-author of A Critical History of 
Children’s Literature and author of various 
articles, book reviews, and the “final and 
critical chapter of the book on the New- 
bery Medal books for children,” Miss Nes- 
bitt was praised. The “authority and charm 
of expression of her criticism and evalua- 
tion of children’s books” received special 


notice. 
Noted too was the fact that in 1957- 
1958 Miss Nesbitt was chairman of the 


Newbery-Caldecott Awards Committee. 

In 1955 Pittsburgh elected her one of the 
“Ten Women of Talent” for that year. 

A graduate of Goucher College, Carnegie 
Library School, and the University of Pitts- 
burgh, Miss Nesbitt is a former officer of 
Altrusa International, the Pittsburgh Branch 
of the National Council of Administrative 
Women in Education, and is a member of 
other service organizations. 


National Library Week 


April 12 - 


18, 1959 
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This is your local channel 
(in Pennsylvania) 





...0f how your future library should 
look. Our "LIFE-LIKE” Planning Service 
is described in Circular C-553. Your 
local New Life dealer has complete 


information. 


Cc. M. EICHENLAUB CO. 
Since 1900 
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The Theodore Dreiser Collection at the University 
of Pennsylvania 


by 


NEDA M. WESTLAKE, Assistant Curator 


Rare Book Collection, University of Pennsylvania Library 





The manuscripts, correspondence, 
and personal library of Theodore 
Dreiser at the University are pro- 
viding a rich area of research for 
qualified scholars. The collection 
is the record of a complicated and 
diverse literary career that spanned 
more than fifty years of American 
literary history, from Dreiser’s begin- 
nings as a newspaper reporter, his 
publication of Sister Carrie, contro- 
versial in 1900, the appearance of 
An American Tragedy in 1925, to 
two novels published after his death 
in 1945—a total of some thirty books 
and numerous articles, short stories, 
and plays. 

Dreiser’s interests went beyond 
the purely literary to an absorbing 
concern with social, political and 
artistic problems. The collection in- 
cludes such diverse information as 
the intimate story of the Harlan 
County, Kentucky, coal strike in 
1931, Dreiser’s attitude toward Eng- 
land and Germany in World War 

» and the record of his efforts to 


1] 


introduce the Moscow Grand Opera 
Ballet to America in 1928. 

Encouraged by the interest of 
faculty members in the American 
Civilization Department to choose 
the University of Pennsylvania as 
the depository for his papers, Drei- 
ser began shipping the first boxes of 
material to the University from his 
home in Hollywood in 1942. When 
I first entered the offices of the cura- 
tor of the Rare Book Collection in 
1949, I found him surrounded by 
cartons of Mr. Dreiser’s belongings, 
from manuscripts and letters to 
canes and razor strops. In the in- 
tervening years, more material has 
been added through the interest of 
friends and members of the family, 
and with the help of graduate as- 
sistants and library staff, the car- 
tons, trunks and packing cases have 
yielded their contents to manuscript 
folders in long rows of grey library 
boxes. 

The collection consists of some 
5,000 linear feet of manuscript ma- 
terials, including notes and various 
drafts for his books, 144 boxes of 
letters written to Dreiser by H. L. 
Mencken, Sherwood Anderson, 
James Farrell, Edgar Lee Masters, 
George Jean Nathan, Frank Norris, 
George Sterling, and others of his 
friends, family and publishers, with 
some forty boxes of letters written 
by Dreiser. A file cabinet contains 
800 folders of newspaper and maga- 
zine clippings dating from his earliest 
writing in Pittsburgh to posthumous 
comments on his work. Among the 
2600 books in his personal library 
are many inscribed copies of first 
editions of other famous writers, 








annotated books which he used in 
his own writing, and American first 
editions of his books with many in 
foreign translation. 


The executors of the estates of 
Mr. and Mrs. Dreiser have recently 
enriched the collection by the addi- 
tion of files of correspondence with 
his foreign publishers and transla- 
tors and first editions of his books 
inscribed to Mrs. Dreiser and other 
members of his family. 

Theodore Dreiser was the fore- 
most pioneer, at the turn of the 
century, in thrusting aside the liter- 
ary conventions of the Victorian 
era and in encouraging younger 
writers to explore the injustices of 
industrial society and the realities 
of human relationships. He was 
actively engaged in many of the 
political and social issues of the 
twenties and thirties, vigorously ex- 
pressing his attitudes in articles and 
private correspondence. Therefore 
this collection affords an opportu- 
nity for the qualified student to fol- 
low in detail the trends of Ameri- 
can behavior for the first half of the 
century. There is illuminating ma- 
terial on the American admiration 
for the financial tycoon of the pre- 
war years, on the difference in pub- 
lic attitude in World War I and II, 
on the depression of the thirties, 
on the increased absorption with 
science, on the change in rural and 
urban America since 1890. 

The extent of the collection also 
makes it possible to trace the career 
of a novelist at work, to see his rela- 
tions with agents and publishers and 
his efforts to promote his writing in 
America and abroad. Unpublished 
diaries and manuscript reveal the 
emotional and financial struggles of 
an artist attempting to force his way 
through the banality of common 
literary taste and convention. His 
correspondence is a vivid record of 
many literary and private relation- 
ships that influenced his career. 
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The collection is an exhaustive his. 
tory of one American writer, and 
an inexhaustible source of light on 
American literary history. 


ALA Awards and Citations 
for 1958 


Janet S. Dickson, Catalog Librarian of 
Pennsylvania State University Library, Uni- 
versity Park, was awarded the Melvil 
Dewey Medal “for creative professional 
achievement of a high order” at the clos 
ing General Session of the 77th Annual 
Conference of ALA in San Francisco. The 
citation read, in part: 


“ 


. . in recognition of her professional 
leadership as shown by her contributions 
to professional literature, her participation 
in major activities of the library world, 
and especially for her work as Chairman 
of the Special Advisory Committee on the 
Decimal Classification of the Cataloging 
and Classification Section, Resources and 
Technical Services Division, American Li- 
brary Association. 


. Influenced by Miss Dickson’s con- 
tributions, the change in policy between 
the 15th and 16th editions of Dewey is of 
great significance to classifiers in other 
countries, as well as in the United States. 
This publication year of the 16th edition 
is an altogether appropriate time to honor 
Miss Dickson for her contribution to this 
work.” 


A native of Niagara Falls, Ontario, Miss 
Dickson took her B.A. at Toronto in 1926; 
B.S. at Simmons in 1934; and M.S. at 
Columbia University in 1946. She was 
head cataloger at State University of Iowa, 
1947-50, and previously served at Provi- 
dence, R. I, New Jersey College for 
Women, and at Worcester, Mass. She has 
made many contributions to professional 
literature. 

* * * x 


* x 


The Monessen Public Library was given 
honorable mention in the John Cotton 
Dana Publicity Awards Contest “for its 
complete presentation of a successful bond 
issue with a do-it-yourself approach.” 





PATRONIZE 
OUR 
ADVERTISERS 














his- 


and 


NS 


n of 
Uni- 
elvil 
ional 
clos- 
nual 
The 


ional 
tions 
ation 
orld, 
rman 
1 the 
ging 

and 


n Li- 


con- 
ween 
is of 
other 
tates. 
lition 
\onor 


this 


Miss 
1926; 
S. at 
was 
Iowa, 
Provi- 
- for 
e has 
sional 


given 
‘otton 
yr its 


bond 











— YOU Seen These Men? 


WE HOPE SO, IF NOT YOU WILL VERY SOON 
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CLIFFORD ISENBERG WILLIAM LOVE 
Sales Representative Sales Representative 


Mr. Isenberg and Mr. Love travel your State looking forward to 
seeing you on each trip into your territory. They may not have had 
the pleasure of meeting all of you as yet, but they sincerely look 
forward to doing so. The courtesy extended them is gratefully 
appreciated along with every order, whether large or small. 


Both men are married with families. Mr. Isenberg makes his 
residence in Tyrone and Mr. Love in Houtzdale. 


When they call won't you consider giving them a trial order. 
They make no statements they cannot prove and no promises they 
cannot keep. Regularly scheduled trips are made every four weeks 
with no charge for pick up and delivery service. 


"BOUND" TO MEET YOUR SATISFACTION 


DeNOL Binding Company of Penna. 


OSCEOLA MILLS, PENNA. 














Statistics for Pennsylvania College Libraries 


with collections between 54,000 and 200,000 
volumes, based on this fiscal year 


Compiled by the Statistics Committee, College and Reference Section, PLA 


SALARIES Maximum Minimum Median 
Chief Librarian 
Maximum $ 11,800 $ 4,300 $ 6,500 
Department Heads 
Salary range: 
Maximum $ 6,200 $ 3,930 $ 5,200 
Minimum $ 6,000 $ 3,128 $ 4,20 
Professional Librarians 
Salary range: 
Maximum $ 7,200 $ 2,400 $ 4,500 
Minimum $ 5,200 $ 2,200 $ 3,975 
BUDGET 
Book $ 76,000 $ 3,000 $11,800 
Salary $162,000 $ 8,566.64 $28,800 
BOOK COLLECTION 
Volumes added last fiscal year 7,277 464 2,600 
Books circulated last fiscal year 164,798 387 24,438 
STAFF 
Professional Librarians 
(excluding the Librarian) 8 0 3 
Nonprofessionals 4 1 3 
STUDENT HELP 
Amount expended $ 300 $ 2,890 


$ 8,239.53 


Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh Publiches New History 


of Pittsburgh in Observance of the Bicentennial 


In observance of Pittsburgh’s Bi- 
centennial celebrations, Carnegie Li- 
brary of Pittsburgh has published a 
short history of Pittsburgh. Entitled 
Pittsburgh — a Bicentennial Tribute 
—1758-1958, it was written by Rose 
Demorest, chief librarian of the 
Pennsylvania Room. 

Based on years of research among 
early records, this sprightly-written 
new history contains many interest- 
ing anecdotes of the early days—in- 
cluding a description of the very first 
day in the life of the new city of 
Pittsburgh in November, 1758. 

It tells also the story of the “cancer 
research” that was conducted here 


almost two hundred years ago by 
Dr. Hugh Martin, a regimental sur 
geon assigned to Fort Pitt. He claimed 
to have discovered a cure for cancer 
—a root found at the Point which 
the Indians ground to a powder and 
applied to the cancer. When the 
news of this discovery reached Phila 
delphia, Dr. Benjamin Rush, a fa 
mous doctor of that era, reported it 
in full at-a medical society meeting 
there in 1786, two years after Dr. 
Martin had died. 

Copies of this 35-page publication 
may be purchased at the main Car- 
negie Library of Pittsburgh or at any 
of its branch libraries or bookmobiles 
for twenty-five cents apiece. 
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Operation Library — The Second Year 


by 


WILLIAM F. CLINGER 


State Chairman, Jaycees Operation Library 


In the Spring, 1958, issue of the 
PLA Bulletin, Mr. Grover Gouker, 
immediate past president of the 
Pennsylvania Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, reviewed for you some 
of the ways in which local Jaycee 
chapters across the state partici- 
pated in the Operation Library pro- 
oram during its first year in Penn- 
sylvania. Some of these efforts were 
laudable and resulted in improved 
library service for the community; 
some were peripheral in importance; 
all such projects indicated an awak- 
ening of interest on the part of 
Pennsylvania’s Jaycees—an interest 
that should broaden and develop 
during the coming year. 

We are now launched on the 
second year of the program. As the 
newly appointed State Chairman 
for Operation Library, I want to as- 
sure you at the outset that the state 
Jaycee committee for Operation Li- 
brary is striving to interest many 
more local chapters in participating 
in the program as well as to encour- 
age chapters that conducted library 
projects last year to continue their 
programs this year. In other words, 
we Jaycees view last year as only the 
beginning of what we hope will 
prove to be an expanding, produc- 
tive liaison between Jaycees and li- 
braries in the years ahead. 

As emphasized in the Summer, 
1957, PLA Bulletin article by my 
predecessor, Mr. Joseph Myers of 
the State Library, the degree of 
Participation by Jaycee chapters 
throughout the state is largely de- 
pendent on the local librarians in 
the towns and cities concerned. All 
chapters know about and are urged 
to adopt Operation Library as a 
Project, but unless these chapters 


are also encouraged by the local li- 
brarians to take a hand in improv- 
ing library service, inertia may never 
be overcome. Jaycee chapters are 
asked to adopt many projects. They 
cannot adopt them all and unless 
someone can show them that Jaycee 
efforts will be productive locally, 
they are not likely to take action. 
I am requesting the librarians, there- 
fore, to take the initiative by con- 
tacting their Jaycee chapters and 
outlining the need for Jaycee action. 

The Operation Library program 
was unanimously endorsed for the 
second year by Pennsylvania Jaycees 
at the annual Planning Conference 
of the organization in Lancaster last 
July. At that time a program was 
presented to and approved by the 
delegates to that meeting. I would 
like to review the main features of 
this program with you. 

In all correspondence and com- 
munication with Jaycee chapters, 
the State Committee for Operation 
Library is recommending that these 
local chapters give first considera- 
tion to the promotion of legislation 
which will ensure the carrying out 
of the Pennsylvania Library Survey 
recommendations. A _ project sug- 
gested to these chapters is a cam- 
paign encouraging citizens to write 
their Assemblymen and State Sena- 
tors urging adoption of adequate li- 
brary legislation. Depending on 
when such a bill comes up for de- 
bate and vote, this campaign could 
be tied in with a National Library 
Week promotion in April, 1959. 
The State Committee is devoting 
the major portion of its efforts to- 
ward assuring passage of this vital 
legislation and is providing local 
chapters with factual material taken 








Survey, outlining Penn- 
sylvania’s library needs, and ac- 
quainting them with the necessity 
for library legislation so that this in- 
formation can be imparted to the 
people of their communities. 

Local Jaycee chapters are also be- 
ing advised through publicity to ac- 
quaint themselves with the results 
and recommendations of the Library 
Survey and with the standards for 
Public Library Service and to deter- 
mine how their local libraries meas- 
ure up to these standards. 


from the 


After pinpointing the weaknesses 
of the local library, the Jaycee chap- 
ter can work cut a plan of action to- 
gether with the librarian and/or the 
Library Board of Trustees along one 
of the following lines: 

1. Conduct a campaign for in- 
creased public support of the library 
in terms of increased tax support or 
a campaign for a tax supported li- 
brary if the library is supported sole- 
ly by endowment and contributions. 

2. Work to place Jaycee mem- 
bers on the Library Board. This 
would be a particularly productive 
effort if, during investigation, it be- 
comes apparent that the Library 
Board is stagnant and has made no 
effort to get increased tax support 
to meet increasing costs over the 
years. 

3. Work to extend library service 
into the county if the local chapter 
is in an area which has no County 
Library System. 

4. Help to promote National Li- 
brary Week in April. Through a 
planned promotional project, the 
local chapter can acquaint the com- 
munity with the many services of- 
fered by the library and encourage 
increased patronage of the library. 

We hope that by encouraging 
Jaycee chapters to adopt one of the 
above suggestions as an Operation 
Library project, Jaycee efforts in the 
library field can be channelled into 
more meaningful and worthwhile 


activity. We urge local librarians 
not to be reticent about approaching 
Jaycee chapters in their communi. 
ties and reviewing the areas where 
Jaycee activity would be helpful, | 
believe that one of the best ways to 
implement the library plan outlined 
by the State Survey is to interest 
outside group such as the Jaycees 
in the need for adequate legislation, 
These groups can in turn educate 
the public. 


College and Reference 


Section Officers, 1958-59 


CHAIRMAN: Mary E. Wheatley, 
Beaver College, Jenkintown 

VICE - CHAIRMAN’ AND ..CHAIRMAN- 
ELECT: Margaret L. Zenk, Univer. 
sity of Pittsburgh Library, Pitts 
burgh 

SECRETARY: Virginia E. Luckhardt, 
California State Teachers College, 
California 





The 


H.R. HUNTTING CO., Inc. 


offers 


PROMPT AND EFFICIENT 
SERVICE 


and ’ 
GENEROUS DISCOUNTS 
on 


BOOKS of ALL PUBLISHERS 
in ALL BINDINGS 


Catalogs on Request 


29 WORTHINGTON STREET 
SPRINGFIELD 3, MASS. 
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PLA Business Meeting, Atlantie City, N. J. 


The annual business meeting was 
called to order at 10:00 A.M. on 
October 3, 1958, by the president, 
Harold Hayden. 


Institutional dues were raised to 
$3.00. The Executive Board will 
consider an increase in “interested 
member” and trustee membership 
dues and present its recommenda- 
tions to the membership at the next 
annual meeting. 


Mrs. Valencik moved that the 
Association accept the recommenda- 
tion of the Board to accept the 
Pennsylvania Library Survey, ap- 
prove the recommendations of the 
report and to empower the Execu- 
tive Board to seek legislation to im- 
plement these recommendations, 
subject to further review. Mrs. 
Stuckenrath seconded, and the mo- 
tion was carried. 


Mrs. Frankenfield outlined the 
program of the Legislative Subcom- 
mittee of the Library Development 
Committee and asked the full co- 
operation of the members of the 
Association in seeking legislation. 
She discussed the communications 
system which has been established 
for the Association in reaching the 
members when public endorsement 
is needed for the passage for such 
legislation. 


Harold Hayden announced that 
Elizabeth Nesbitt is to receive the 
Distinguished Daughters of Pennsyl- 
vania Award and that Emerson 
Greenaway was elected president of 
the American Library Association. 


Mrs. Merlin M. Moore, Chairman 
of the Trustee Section of ALA, ad- 
dressed the membership briefly, urg- 
ing them to convince their trustees 
of the importance of membership in 
ALA. The 1958 goal is for every 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
to be a member of the section. 


The secretary cast a unanimous 
ballot for the slate presented by the 
Nominating Committee. 


Virginia Matthews, Executive Sec- 
retary of National Library Week, 
outlined the plans for the second 


observance of NLW. 


Harold Hayden gave a brief presi- 
dential report (printed in the Bul- 
letin) and passed the gavel to the 
new president, Daniel Healey. 


Daniel Healey announced that he 
would forego the long inaugural ad- 
dress he had prepared (printed in 
the Bulletin) and then announced 
the following Committee Chairmen: 

Audio-Visual: Gilmore Warner 

Auditing: Nicholas G. Stevens 

Bulletin: Anne Skoog 


Certification and Standards: Carola 
Stuckenrath 


Constitution and Procedure Book: Mrs. 


Ella Daub 

Federal Relations: Mrs. Herbert Beighley 
Friends of the Library: Mary I. Barrett 
Legislative: Mrs. Herbert Frankenfield 
Library Development: Agnes Krarup 
Membership: John S. Davidson 
Nominating: Dr. May V. K. Valencik 
Pennsylvania Joint Committee of Library 


Work As A Career: Mrs. Carolyn W. 
Field 


Pennsylvania Joint Committee With the 
Pennsylvania Association for Adult 
Education: Ernest E. Doerschuk 


Recruiting: Martin H. DuRoss 
Resolutions: Dorothy F. Lantz 
Scholarship: Richard Brown 


Special Committee to Work With the 
State Library on Book Selection: Ralph 
W. McComb 


Daniel Healey announced that 
section meetings would be held im- 
mediately following the annual 
meeting. The meeting was then ad- 
journed. 
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A meeting of the Executive Board 
was held on October 3 at the Am- 
bassador Hotel, Atlantic City, N. J. 
The meeting was called to order at 
9:00 A.M. by the president, Harold 
Hayden. 


Daniel Healey introduced the new 
Executive Secretary of PLA, Mrs. 
Elsa Beamish Hughes, and her as- 
sistant, Mrs. Patricia Wohlbruck. 


Agnes Krarup was appointed to 
write a letter to Dr. Boehm concern- 
ing goals of the Pennsylvania Library 
Association and recommending that 
the position of School Library Ad- 
visor be filled. 


Ralph McComb moved _ that 


Executive Board Meeting 


$2,000 be taken from the general 
account and invested; Agnes Krarup 
seconded the motion. 


The following motion was made 
and carried concerning the Penn- 
sylvania Library Survey: 


The Executive Board recommend 
the acceptance of the Pennsylvania 
Library Survey, approve the recom. 
mendations of the report, and em- 
power the Executive Board to seek 
legislation to implement the pro 
posals subject to further review. 


Harold Hayden expressed his 
gratitude to the Board for their co 
operation during the past year and 
the meeting was adjourned. 


ACRL Tri-State Chapter 


The Tri-State Chapter of ACRL 
held its fall meeting on October 18 
at Chatham College, Pittsburgh. At 
the morning session a panel of fac- 
ulty members from three Tri-State 
Colleges discussed faculty-library co- 
operation. Dr. Frances Eldridge of 
Chatham College emphasized that 
books are for use, even those which 
would be quite expensive to replace, 
and that students are to be helped 
to educate themselves. Dr. Kurt 
Schreiber of Duquesne University 
said that a faculty member on the 
faculty-library committee should rep- 
resent the whole school, not just 
his own department, and can act as 
a courier between the librarian and 
the faculty. A faculty-library com- 
mittee with clearly delineated re- 
sponsibilities is a decided asset to 
the library. Dr. Lawrence Kaplan 
of Kent State University suggested 
that since many faculty members 
regard librarians as a sub-academic 
species, the problem might be solved 
by using faculty members as librar- 


ians. The library is often consid- 
ered unimportant, although the ref- 
erence librarian, for example, has a 
better working knowledge of fields 
outside the faculty member’s spe- 
cialty than he does. The faculty 
wants to be consulted on_ policy 
making in the library. At the after- 
noon session John Geoghegan, As- 
sistant Trade Sales Manager of the 
World Publishing Company, spoke 
on “Publishing Books of Informa- 
tion.” He said that the publisher’s 
editorial office decides what books 
are needed in a particular field and 
then finds an author to write the 
book. Among the hazards of pub 
lishing books of information are the 
discovery of new material which 
makes the book out-of-date before it 
reaches the book store and failure 
to arouse the public’s interest in a 
subject. 


The Spring meeting of the Tri- 
State Chapter of ACRL will be held 
in May at Kent State University. 
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Resolution 


After over forty years of outstanding of the association as a tribute to his con- 
library service to many public libraries and tribution to librarianship and that a copy 
to United States Army libraries, Mr. Carl of this resolution be mailed to him. 
William Hull has retired from active serv- 
ice as of October 31, 1958, and carries with 


him the affection and good will of the University of Florida 


Pennsylvania Library Association and of 


the many communities which he served. ° ° 

Among the many libraries which he Libraries Offer 

served are the following: Graduate Assistantships 
Carnegie Free Library, Duquesne, Pa.; 

United States Army 1918-20; Tuttle’s The University of Florida Libraries are 


Book Shop, Rockland, Maine; Great offering three graduate assistantships in the 
Northern Paper Co., Millinocket, Maine; academic year 1959-60 for study leading to 
Indiana Public Library, Indiana, Pa. a master’s or doctoral degree in a subject 
United States Army, Special Services, field other than library science. Graduate 
1942-44; Du Bois Public Library, Du Bois, assistants work approximately 15 hours per 
Pa; Warren Public Library, Warren, Pa.; week, assisting in bibliographical research 
Rutland Free Library, Rutland, Vermont; or library administration. 


‘ambria Free Library, Johnstow m : = ; 
Combria Free 11 v J n, Pa Stipend is $1,700 for a nine-month period 


Mr. Hull has contributed many articles and holders of assistantships are exempt 
to professional library journals and has _ from out-of-state tuition fees. The dead- 
been generally active in local, state and line for filing formal application is March 
national associations. He is past president 31, 1959. 


of the Pennsylvania Library Association. SAPs 
y . Applications should be made to: Director 


Be it therefore resolved that a copy of of Libraries, University of Florida, Gaines- 
this resolution be spread upon the minutes _ ville, Florida. 





Nobody builds a nest 
like a bird... 






experienced library binder. We of Heck- 
man’s have that experience . . . each volume is 
constructed as carefully as the nest the bird 
BOUND to _ builds. But... more than that . . . we are able 
PLEASE to fulfill your individual requirements. Heckman 
has the facilities . . . the materials . . . and 
the craftsmen to handle your binding requirements 
whether large or small. Not only can we do 
your work well . . . but fast, too. Try us and see. 


THE 


NORTH MANCHESTER, INDIANA 


“A Brief History of Bookbinding”, by Heckman—yours for the asking. 
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News Notes 


The score of a musical composition for 
cello and piano by Anthony Strilko, young 
Philadelphia composer, was presented in 
June to the Music Division of Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh. This composition 
was dedicated to Pittsburgh and its musical 
talent and was written expressly for the 
Concert Artists of the Pittsburgh New 
Friends of Music. 


Mary T. Scarlott (Carnegie 48) formerly 
Head Reference and Circulation Librarian, 
Carnegie Institute of Technology, is 
now Assistant Librarian in Charge of 
Readers’ Services. Sally Leight Rowley 
(Carnegie °48) formerly Assistant Refer- 
ence Librarian, is now Head Reference 
Librarian. 


After fifteen years of service, Anna A. 
Kosek, head cataloger at Duquesne Uni- 
versity, resigned in July. Miss Kosek has 
been succeeded by Suzanne A. Gabany 
who has been with the Cataloging Depart- 
ment since 1953 and obtained her M.A. in 
Philosophy from Duquesne University in 
1954. Florence Donohue is cataloging as- 
sistant. She holds a B.A. and M.A. degree 
from the University of Minnesota and has 
done post graduate work in France. 


It is with deep regret that the Free 
Library of Philadelphia reports the death 
of the President, C. Barton Brewster, on 
August 31, 1958. As a member of the 
Board of Trustees since 1939 and as Presi- 
dent of the Library since 1953, Mr. Brew- 
ster was actively interested in the library’s 
affairs and was particularly attentive to 
the development and expansion of the 
library’s services under its reorganization 
and regional library programs, where his 
advice and counsel were of inestimable 
value. 


Henry Schwab, a retired Navy Water- 
tender who died February 5, left his entire 
estate of $40,000 to the Free Library of 
Philadelphia and named Director Emer- 
son Greenaway as Executor. Mr. Schwab 
was described as an avid reader who was 
slowly going blind and his estate was ap- 
parently accumulated from the pension 
which he received on leaving the Navy. 


Lois Walls and Joseph Myers have been 
appointed Field Representatives in the Ex- 
tension Division of the State Library, 
Harrisburg. 


Three men have been added to the staff 
of the University of Pittsburgh Library: 
Albert Anderson as circulation librarian, 
Frank Zabrosky as first assistant in the 
order department, and Russell Duino as 
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reference assistant. Mrs. Florence Saul 
formerly librarian at the School of Social 
Work, has returned to the University ag 
reference assistant in the Reference De 
partment. 

Richard Caverly, former librarian of the 
McKeesport Public Library, will assume the 
position of librarian of the Scranton 
Public Library on December Ist. 


Legislative Subcommittee 
Organizes State-Wide Network 
to Obtain Better Library 
Legislation 


Mrs. Herbert Frankenfield, Chairman of 
the Legislative Subcommittee of the Library 
Development Committee, has organized a 
communication network system across the 
state for contacting local representatives to 
the state legislature to obtain better library 
legislation in Pennsylvania. Anyone who 
knows trustees or other citizens in his com- 
munity who would like to support this 
program should send their names to Mr. 
Herbert Frankenfield, Public Library, Nor 
ristown, or to Agnes Krarup, Board of Pub 
lic Education, 341 South Bellefield Avenue, 
Pittsburgh 13. 
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